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Title IX changes not imminent
By Sarah Klieves
ONLINE EDITOR

Students and educators
have less than two months
to share their thoughts
on the United States
Department of Education’s
proposed changes to
Title IX.
Title IX is part of the
Education Amendments
of 1972. The policy bans
sex-based discrimination
in educational programs
and activities that receive
federal funding.
Under
Title
IX,
discrimination based on
sex also includes sexual
harassment and sexual
assault, according to the
American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU).
The possibility of new
Title IX rules was first
floated by Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos
more than a year ago.
But the Department
of Education did not
officially unveil the

The CSU system
and SJSU will not
be implementing
any changes, if any,
to our procedures
until after the
regulations
become final.
Tracey Tsugawa
SJSU Title IX oﬃcer

proposed set of rules until
Nov. 16.
“Every survivor of
sexual violence must
be taken seriously, and
every student accused of
sexual misconduct must
know that guilt is not
predetermined,” DeVos
said when announcing
the proposed rules.
RULES| Page 2

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, KNOW YOUR IX, THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION, INFOGRAPHIC BY SARAH KLIEVES

Students take
new approach to
San Jose issues
By Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER

VICENTE VERA | SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU meteorology and climate science professor Eugene Cordero (left), climate scientist
Dione Lee Rossiter (center) and Executive Director at Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful
Deb Kramer (right) encourage students of all majors to care about climate change.

Climate change panelists
spark students’ interest
SJSU students from all different majors soak up
career advice during early morning discussions
By Melody Del Rio
STAFF WRITER

Environmental professionals
gathered on Thursday morning
at Tower Hall to share
their stories on how they
discovered their passion
for climate science and
environmental protections.
San Jose State University
ranked 43rd out of 227 schools
on Sierra Club’s ‘Cool Schools
2017 Full Ranking’ list in the
sustainability category, an
accolade that the organizers

listed on their website.
The event, “Climate Change
Careers” was organized by
SJSU’s Sustainability Board.
According to the SJSU
website, the board’s goal
is to ensure graduates
are sustainability literate.
They were also encouraged to
minimize their eco-footprint
and use of non-renewable
resources and commit to
practicing the university’s
sustainability principles.
In 2009, the university
became a signatory to the

Talloires Declaration, an
international commitment
to sustainability in higher
education that was signed by
over 360 universities in more
than 40 countries. Many of
the university’s principles are
derived from this declaration.
“I brought my class here
because I thought the panel
could provide them with not
only information they could
use in my class, but climate
change information can be
ENVIRONMENT | Page 2

“We
are
really
an
interdisciplinary
challenge
requiring
students
from
multiple colleges throughout
SJSU to solve the big problems
the world faces,” Hobbs said.
The students who participated
have a mix of majors including
industrial design, human factors
and software engineering.
Students created prototypes
like “Work Together,” an app
that can guide homeless people
off the streets.

Students hit the ground
running on Friday during a
seminar that kicked off San Jose
State University’s Paseo Public
Prototyping Challenge.
For the nine-month long
challenge,
SJSU
selected
students to create prototypes of
ideas that could benefit the city
of San Jose.
Civic leaders, representatives
from non-profit organizations
and SJSU faculty attended
the seminar to guide students
through their projects.
Since the challenge was
introduced
during
the
2016-17 academic year, students
completed prototypes that
addressed issues that continue
to be relevant to San Jose.
According to a survey
conducted by the Paseo Public
Prototyping Challenge in 2016,
76 percent of the respondents
identified homelessness as one
Noah Clemens
of the most important issues
Intel’s technical
in San Jose. The other issues
consulting engineer
identified were housing, crime,
safety and education.
One of the mentors at the
“Work
Together”
also
seminar was digital media provides a platform for
arts assistant professor Gary homeless individuals to gain
Craig Hobbs. He called it a work experience.
responsibility for students to
improve the environment of
PROTOTYPES | Page 2
San Jose.

The more time you
spend shaping your
approach, the better
you start learning
how to prototype
a solution.
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RULES
Continued from page 1
“We can, and must,
c on d e m n
sexual
violence and punish
those who perpetrate
it, while ensuring a
fair grievance process.
Those are not mutually
e xclu s ive
i d e a s ,”
DeVos added.
The California State
University system has
four policies in place to
implement federal Title
IX policies. They are
Executive Orders 1095,
1096, 1097 and 1098.
San
Jose
State
University abides by
those policies and does
not plan to make any
procedural changes any
time soon.
“The bottom line at
this point in time is that
the CSU system and SJSU
will not be implementing
any changes, if any, to

DEVOS
liability of universities
to investigate sexual
misconduct claims and
give more protections
to defendants.
“I’m not in agreement
with it [the proposed
changes],”
Yvette
Jones, president of
SJSU Students Against
Sexual
Harassment,
said. “Especially the
part about having the
victim and the offender
cross-examine
each
other. Just the way she’s
trying to restructure it,
it seems like she’s trying

The fact that they’re going to be able
to cross-examine the person who
sexually assaulted them. That’s going
to be incredibly intimidating and scary
for survivors.
Kristen Flaten
accounting senior

our procedures until
after the regulations
become final,” SJSU
Title IX Officer Tracey
Tsugawa said.
One of the biggest
changes the Department
of Education seeks
to implement is the
elimination of a single
investigator looking into
Title IX complaints.
Instead, the proposed
rules would require
universities to hold live
hearings that would allow
the students involved
– both the accuser and
the defendant – to crossexamine each other.
Critics think this
would
reduce
the

to take it away from
the victim and protect
the perpetrator.”
SJSU
accounting
senior Kristen Flaten,
who also minors in
women, gender and
sexuality studies, agreed
with Jones.
Flaten
said
the
proposed
changes
would only create more
obstacles for survivors.
“What do you mean
they [the defendants]
need more protections?”
Flaten said. “The fact
that
they’re
going
to be able to crossexamine the person who
sexually assaulted them.
That’s going to be

incredibly intimidating
and scary for survivors.
It’s
already
scary
enough reporting it.
But having to see that
person and having them
question you.”
The proposed changes
would
also
define
sexual harassment and
sexual assault under
Title IX.
Currently,
those
things
are
only
defined under other
guidance including the
Clery Act, Supreme
Court
rulings
and
the Department of
Education’s 1997 Sexual
Harassment Guidance.
There is no exact
timeline of when the
proposed rules might
take effect because
the Department of
Education must wait
60 days for the public to
comment on them.
The comment period
opened on Thursday.
“Once that 60-day
period ends, it is
difficult to predict how
long it will take the OCR
[Office for Civil Rights]
to review and respond to
those comments before
finalizing and posting
new rules,” Tsugawa
said. “We may not see
any final rules until
early to mid-spring at
the earliest.”
Tsuwaga explained
that
once
the
comment period ends,
the Department of
Education has to look at
the proposed rules and
respond to comments
before issuing a new
final set of rules.
At that point, the CSU
system will examine the
rules to determine what
changes can and should
take effect.
However,
because
no one is certain what
the final rules will
be, Tsugawa said it
“is not possible right
now to say what kinds
of changes might be
implemented.”
Follow Sarah on Twitter
@sarah_klieves

Have a story idea?
Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.
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SOURCE: PASEO PUBLIC PROTOTYPING CHALLENGE, INFOGRAPHIC BY KAYLA FLORES

PROTOTYPES
Continued from page 1
On the web-based app,
small business owners
can post job listings
for various work like
trash management or
window cleaning.
Vicki Sun was one of
the two guest speakers at
the Paseo Challenge. Sun
works as a Technology
and Innovation Advisor
in the Mayor’s Office of
Technology and Innovation.
Her
role
includes
working with the city on
autonomous
vehicles,
drones,
blockchain
and citywide privacy
policies.
She
also
serves as a community
engagement manager.
“What I would do is
identify the internal and
external stakeholders that
we should bring to the table
to make sure we’re hearing
the diversities of voices,”
Sun said.
Sun’s team leveraged
technology throughout
the city of San Jose. They
tried to resolve issues
like digital equity, transit,
access to city service and
resident engagements.
“Cities must balance a
desire to be innovative and
open with a commitment
to govern equitable healthy
and safe cities,” Sun said.

Noah Clemens from
Intel’s developer products
division, said the key
to creating a successful
prototype is to face problems
with the customer’s point of
view in mind.
“If you take a customercentric approach towards
what you create and the

The way [Clemens]
motivated us to
look at customer
facing ideas, I
think that’s what
we really should
have to do.
Aman Chandan
computer engineering
graduate student

problems you’re trying to
solve, you’ll find a much
more effective solution to
a problem,” Clemens said.
“Even if you have an okay
solution, but not the best
thing out there.”
Clemens said keeping
public relations in mind
would give students a
higher chance to win the
contest. Students shouldn’t
be afraid to enter the
challenge even if their idea
might not be the best to
solve a solution, he said.

ENVIRONMENT
Continued from page 1
useful for students of
all majors,” said SJSU’s
global climate change
course lecturer, Kendall
Barrett Sooter.
Among the panelists
present at the event
was an advisor to the
Green Ninja Project,
Leah Tremblay.
The
Green
Ninja
Project produces a science
curriculum that inspires
students to design a more
sustainable world.
Tremblay
sp oke
more about her journey
finding
herself
in
an
environment a l
profession. She said
she was someone who
didn’t have a complete
grasp on the concept
of climate change until
she enrolled in an
environmental class.
Eugene
C ordero
from the department
of meteorology and
climate science along
with climate scientist
for San Mateo County,
Dione Lee Rossiter, were
two SJSU professors who
also participated.
Both professors stated
that their mission is to
teach people from all
majors to care about
and understand the
environment as well as

I want people
to look at the
individual needs
and how those
all pay tribute
to a healthy
environment.
Deb Kramer
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful
executive director

talk about solutions.
“[The
Bay
Area]
is a very young rich
place for sustainability
jobs and opportunity,”
Rossiter said.
Executive
director
of Keep Coyote Creek
Beautiful, Deb Kramer,
concluded the panel.
Kramer spoke about
how people tend to
look at climate change
and focus on the bigger
picture when they should
be looking at the smaller
picture in regard to an
individual’s actions.
“I want people to look
at the individual needs
and how those all pay
tribute to a healthy
environment,” Kramer
said. “Like driving a
Prius instead of an SUV
or teaching people how
to fix things instead of

“The more time you
spend
shaping
your
approach, the better you
start learning how to
prototype a solution,”
said Clemens.
Senior
computer
engineer Daniel Soto
was excited about the
event when he discovered
it through his SJSU
Gmail account.
“I haven’t participated
before, but it sounds fun,”
Soto said.
Soto mentioned he
wanted to join the last
event, but didn’t know
anyone who also wanted
to be involved. His friends
are taking part in the
Paseo Public Prototyping
Challenge this semester
and plans on participating
with them.
Computer engineering
graduate student Aman
Chandan is a fan of
prototyping.
Chandan
has
localized
and
mapped
prototypes
based on Bluetooth and
Wi-Fi technologies.
He also plans on entering
the event and enjoyed the
guest speakers’ advice.
“The way [Clemens]
motivated us to look at
customer facing ideas,
I think that’s what we
really should have to do,”
Chandan said.
Follow Paul on Twitter
@iTz_BisyMon

throwing them away. It’s
also teaching kids about
their environment.”
Though the panel
was
open
to
the
public, students from
SJSU’s global climate
change course were
in attendance.
“I came here to get
more information for
my community action
project for my climate
change course which is to
make people more aware
of climate change and
to mitigate its effects,”
digital arts junior Tran
Tran said.
The class is focusing
on a community action
project assignment that
encourages students to
always keep the topic of
climate change in mind
when interacting with
the community.
“[Tran’s
and
my]
project is to also promote
drou g ht
resist ant
plants in landscaping
and
g a r d e n i n g ,”
environmental science
junior
Jennifer
Torrey said.
“People could fill their
lawns with rocks and
pebbles instead of grass
that has to constantly be
watered, plus dead grass
and plants are easily
flammable, unlike rocks.”
Follow Melody on Twitter
@spartanmelody
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English band makes ‘Music for Cars’
album
review
“A Brief Inquiry
into Online
Relationships”
Rating:


Artist:
The 1975
Release Date:
Nov. 30, 2018
Genre:
Indie pop

By Melody Del Rio
STAFF WRITER

Indie-pop band, The 1975,
reinvents themselves in their
third album, “A Brief Inquiry
into Online Relationships.”
The band released a
cinematic album on Friday, staying true to their
original sound while dabbling into acoustic-jazz
and techno accents.
Initially titled “Music For
Cars,” the band decided to
split the album into two parts
- “A Brief Inquiry Into Online
Relationships” and “Notes on
a Conditional Form.”
The album begins with a
sentimental poetic remake
of the band’s signature intro, “The 1975,” that also
opens the bands first and
second album as well as
their concerts.
This time, the song features a piano and trumpet
tune with harmonic vocals.
The self-titled song is an
indication to listeners that
they’re in for a delight.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The 1975 lead singer Matty Healy (above) co-wrote and co-produced “A Brief Inquiry into Online Relationships.”

The next two songs, “Give
Yourself A Try” and “TooTimeTooTimeTooTime,”
are upbeat-pop songs that
take listeners back to the beginning of the band’s sound
edgy but hip.
The 1975 are notorious for
interludes in their albums,
giving a nostalgic feeling as if
you’re watching a play.
Each scene different, having its own plot.
“How To Draw / Petrichor” is an instrumental
break that changes the upbeat mood of the album
to a subtle sound until its
midway point when an unexpected psychedelic beat
breaks out and shifts back to
a soft lowkey tune in the last
thirty seconds.
The next song, “Love It If

We Made It,” is my favorite
song, not only on the album
but of the year.
The first line in the song,
“We’re fucking in a car,
shooting heroin,” is bold start
to any song, making listeners
curious as to what will follow.
The song is a symbolic
middle finger to the realities
of our world and has similarities to the 1960s with
Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ in the
Wind” and Phil Ochs’ “I
Ain’t Marching Anymore”
expressing their skepticism
toward the government.
“The war has been incited
and guess what? You’re all
invited,” the band’s frontman Matty Healy sings.
The song tackles real-world issues like Donald
Trump being the U.S. pres-

‘XX’ marks the spot
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

Mino’s presence as the
main rapper of Korean boy
group, Winner, is already
large enough to have his
fierce baritone and smooth
rhythms ingrained in your
mind after hearing him in
just a few verses.
With a 12-track album
oozing charisma and overflowing with strong showstopping beats, Mino’s first
solo album “XX” was an
anticipated release that had
fans of Korean music on the
edge of their seats.
Mino takes no time to
show listeners how he wants
to be treated and respected
as a solo artist. The opening
track “Trigger,” explodes
into a heavy bassline that
is laced with his autotuned
voice flowing into eccentric
pitches, leaving me feeling
completely magnetized.
The track is nothing short
of beautifully produced chill
hip-hop, mixed with different layers of synthesized
sounds to capture its strong,
yet playful grip on Mino’s
hard-hitting raps.
The lead single off the
album, “Fiance,” is absolutely gripping, tailored to
accentuate all the strong
points of Mino’s rapping
style which flaunts a playful sing-song flow.
The lyrics of the song
tell the story of a man in
love tugged into a harsh
push and pull of emotions
because of a woman who
turns a cold shoulder.
The chorus erupts into
Mino shouting his declarations of love like a desperate
plea. The verses are the highlight of the song simply be-

album review
“XX”
Rating:


cause it’s attention-grabbing
and Mino is well warped into
the character of the song.
“O2” is definitely the most
creatively crafted track on the
album with an interestingly
catchy techno beginning. It
plays with heavy auto-tune
that sounds like a person singing while gasping for air.
When Mino sings on the
first beat after the introductory minute passes, the rest
of the track takes a whole
different direction.
The rest of the track is
more easygoing and playful,
with a pop song-like bridge
that adds a burst of color into
the track. I can imagine Mino
bouncing around on his feet
with a smile on his face as he
spits out the verses.
“It’s hard for me to breathe
/ Without you I feel uncomfortable,” Mino raps like a
school boy head over heels
in love as he likens his crush
to oxygen, implied by the
“O2” track title.
My favorite song on the album, “Rocket,” is the perfect
embodiment of the fiery, confident and slightly intimidating character that Mino steps
into when he’s on stage. It’s a
major contrast to the playful
little boy that he is regularly.
“Rocket” is a bass thumping hip-hop track that solidifies his role as one of the most
entertaining rappers to watch
and listen to among Korean

Artist:
Mino
Release Date:
Nov. 26, 2018
Genre:
Korean hip-hop

group at the moment. To put
it bluntly, the track goes hard.
“Armstrong in front
of weak people / Gravity
pulls me but you cannot,”
he raps amidst electrifying
techno beats and a repeating bass line that definitely
pulls like gravity.
Mino takes on multiple
musical styles in this album,
steering far away from the hiphop sound in “Her,” which sits
gently on a bed of soft guitar
riffs, angelic ad libs floating in
the background and Mino’s
breathtaking vocal control.
This man can do just
about anything.
The track is as sweet as
Mino’s falsettos. It’s perfect
to listen to if you’re wrapped
up in bed with a warm
drink, while rain is tapping
on your window.
Mino’s first solo album
is nothing short of a bold
statement to stamp his mark
on the landscape of Korean
music today, signaling to
competition that he should
not be ignored.
With the spotlight now
completely focused on the
25-year-old, not just as a boy
group member, but as a dignified rapper, producer and
songwriter, not even a rocket
could take him to the heights
he could reach.
Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh

ident and Brexit in the U.K.
The song has bold statements like, “Selling melanin and then suffocate the
black men / Start with misdemeanors and we’ll make
a business out of them”, “A
beach of drowning threeyear-olds”, and “Fuck your
feelings, truth is only hearsay/ We’re just left to decay,
modernity has failed us.”
In a time where children
are being killed in school
shootings and the rise of the
#MeToo and Black Lives Matter movement, the reality is
that modernity has failed us.
During an interview
with Alt Nation, Healy
said the song will “come
to define [The 1975]”,
which I concur with.
The seventh track, “Sin-

cerely Is Scary” is another
favorite track of mine.
The musical arrangement
for this song is the best yet.
It’s upbeat and similar to “If I
Believe You” from the band’s
sophomore album, giving
you a sweet feeling inside
like that after a warm hug.
“Inside Your Mind”, “It’s
Not Living (If It’s Not With
You)” and “I Always Wanna Die (Sometimes),” which
is the album’s last song, are
tracks that leave you with
the same fuzzy feeling that
you get at the end of an 80s
rom-com movie as the credits start rolling in.
It’s similar to the feeling you get at the end of
“Sixteen Candles” and
“Breakfast Club”.
The 1975 has been known

to project their own sound by
bringing elements from 80s
music but their latest 15-track
album shows a different and
slowed down side of the band
with more trumpets and piano instrumentals.
“Be My Mistake” marks
the slow turn of the album.
Though it is one of my favorites, “Mine” triumphs all
ballads on the album.
A piano ballad followed
by smooth trumpets allows
for the indie-pop band to
make soulful sounds, making you want to slow dance
with that special someone in
your living room with your
best shoes on.
It is a captivating slow jam
that feels as though Healy is
serenading the listeners with
a sweet melodic voice that
could make you feel at peace.
“When people said that
it was raining all the time /
I see sunshine ‘cause I know
that you are mine,” he sings.
The charming lyrics
would pull any hopeless romantic’s heartstrings.
When you think the band
has gone to jazz, they take
another turn to R&B, reminiscent of a Boyz II Men
vibe with “I Couldn’t Be
More In Love”.
The 1975’s self-titled first
album will always be close
to my heart—both metaphorically and literally
considering that the lyrics
to “Robbers” are tattooed
on my chest.
However, “A Brief Inquiry To Online Relationships”
pays a perfect tribute to end
The 1975 era.
Follow Melody on Twitter
@SpartanMelody
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President appears to be “highly conflicted”
Vicente Vera
STAFF WRITER

Though
President
Donald
Trump
regularly
traffics
in
misinformation, there is
no hiding the fact that
his presidential campaign
was considered a farce
when it launched in 2015.
But even if Trump lost
the election, he would
still have his money and
business to fall back on.
Like a wise business
person, he held on to
his investments instead
of giving them up to a
blind trust, which is an
independent party that
holds on to assets of a
public servant in order to
prevent any conflicts of
interests from arising.
Trump has also failed
to publicly release his tax
returns, and from what
little has been leaked
from his tax records, he
abused tax loopholes,
according to the New
York Times.
The looming idea that
our president might have
financial ties or business
ventures with other
countries has always been
unsettling for me.
My concerns only
got worse on Thursday
when
the
Special
Counsel
himself,
Robert S. Mueller III,
released court documents

that revealed Trump’s
former lawyer Michael
Cohen lied to Congress
about
then-candidate
Trump’s
business
dealings.
Cohen initially told
Congress that the Trump
Organization’s interest in
building a Trump Tower
in Moscow dissolved
in January 2016. He
now says that talks with
Russian
government
officials about the tower
did not cease until
June 14, 2016, close
to a year after Trump
announced his bid for
the presidency.
While Trump is a wise
business person, he is a
pretty clueless politician.
Almost two years
into his presidency,
he is still embroiled in
controversies that stem
from things he did, or
might have done, before
he took the oath of office.
With all the time that has
passed, Trump still has
not learned the impact of
his statements.
“There was a good
chance that I wouldn’t
have won, in which case
I would have gotten back
into the business, and
why should I lose lots of
opportunities?” he said
to reporters as he left

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE KREMLIN

President Donald Trump meets with President Vladimir Putin of Russia in Helsinki for a July 16 summit.

Washington on Thursday.
Trump
talked
about
losing
“lots
of opportunities” in
regards to his business
ventures prior to taking
over the White House,
but what about future
business ventures?
His attitude toward
world
leaders
from
countries such as Russia
and Saudi Arabia would
make much more sense
if he was operating as
a business person, not
as the president of the
United States.
Considering
that
Trump’s family is still
engaged in business
dealings around the
world, he could very well
be looking out for his

own personal interests
rather than those of his
constituents. For all we
know, Trump could still
be running his family
business in addition to
being president.
“Against all odds, I decide to run for President
& continue to run my
business – very legal &
very cool, talked about
it on the campaign trail,
lightly looked at doing a
building somewhere in
Russia,” Trump tweeted.
“Put up zero money, zero
guarantees and didn’t do
the project.”
Trump’s
ill-advised
business ventures in
Russia during his campaign for the presidency
are not what bother me

the most, it is all of the
misinformation.
“Lightly looked at doing business somewhere
in Russia,” is not an accurate representation of
a business person that
directed his lawyer to
get on the phone with
foreign government officials to talk about a potential building with the
owner’s name plastered
right on it.
I am fearful that our
foreign policy and moral
standing in the world has
staggered in recent years
because Trump refuses to
publicly condemn autocratic governments when
their activities come
to light.
I think he is purpose-

fully staying tight-lipped
about the Saudi government-sanctioned murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi and Russia’s
meddling in the 2016
U.S. elections because
of future prospects his
family might explore in
those regions.
Trump didn’t want to
lose “lots of opportunities” while running for
president, so why would
he want to lose them now
that he’s in a greater position to bolster them?

Follow Vicente on Twitter
@vicentejosevera

Decrease in history majors needs to be addressed

The sweaty palms and
furrowed eyebrows that
stain the composure of
college students during
a job hunt could well
be the face of higher
education at this point
in time.
Job markets are saturated, yet the opportunity for job creation is
immense. Competition
among fresh graduates
has never been more
fierce, but the horizons for the future of
youth have never been
more broad.
Higher
education
institutes provide the
real-world experience
that all students dive
headfirst into, sometimes with more worry
than rational thought.
Deciding on a major to structure the
rest of your life has
always been a daunting choice. As years
have gone by and led
to this fast-paced technological world, I feel
that decision has been
masked by a sense of
false advertisement.
Students are pounded
by anxiety over future

the ‘60s subsided.
I first heard about
this decline in history
majors during a political science class.
My professor marWinona Rajamohan
veled
at how a lack of
STAFF WRITER
enrollment in history
programs is common
in so many educational
career prospects, and institutions today, betheir views of liberal cause history was such
arts majors are tainted a popular field of study
as a zone where opportunities dwindle down
to zero.
According to the
American
Historical
Association’s 2018 Majors Report, the pattern
of undergraduate majors has been shifting
dramatically since the
2008 economic crisis,
and the number of students pursuing history majors has seen the
sharpest decline of all
of them.
The National Center
for Education Statistics reported that there when he was in school.
According to The
were 34,642 history maWashington Post, The
jors in 2008.
However, more re- University of Wisconcent data from 2017 sin at Seven Points
shows
there
were proposed in March
that they would cononly 25,266.
The report also stat- sider dropping 13 hued that this decline manities and social
over the last decade science majors such
is the major’s lowest as history, philosophy
point since the 1980s, and sociology.
On the contrary, they
in which there was a
66 percent drop be- wanted to add and build
tween the years 1969 upon programs they
and 1985 after the high- thought had clearer caer education boom of reer pathways such as

chemical engineering,
marketing and computer information systems,
according to financial
website MarketWatch.
In my political science class, we ended up
discussing how political theory that applied
centuries ago could still
be applied now, with
even more strikingly
similar ideals than how

I was struck with the realization
that our world is losing sight of
something that should
be treated with so
much importance.

it used to be a couple
decades ago.
I was struck with
the realization that
our world is losing
sight of something that
should be treated with
so much importance.
The mentality of
steering away from
certain majors because
they are less lucrative
or deemed to be of less
value in this technology-driven world is a
mindset I believe will
bring about more harm

than good.
Indeed, we live in
a time with immense
competition in the job
market, but we also
live in a time where
careers are not just
one-track paths.
Instead,
careers
are a platform to utilize all strengths and
knowledge
gained
from school.
Getting a degree in
history does not mean
ending up a history researcher or educator are
the only options.
Historians can utilize their knowledge of
the world and how it
has changed to analyze
the field of communications through jobs
as journalists, documentary editors, multimedia producers or
even advertisers.
They can also use
this knowledge to analyze business markets through jobs as
a historian for business corporations or
nonprofit associations.
Historians can also be
consultants and information specialists.
History has never
been a popular subject
among students, and it
has been labeled as one
that requires unnecessary memorization that
does little to benefit the
student at that point
in time.
However, history is

the blueprint that will
allow our future to be
the one it should be.
It is incredibly important to know the attitudes of civilizations
that came before us so
we can model the ideal attitudes that need
to be adopted by our
civilization today —
to avoid mistakes and
improve opportunities.
It is incredibly important to be aware of
conflicts that created
wounds that were detrimental to progress.
For these very reasons, it is vital to encourage students to dive
deeper into the study of
history and to be extensively involveds in comparing and contrasting
recurring patterns of
behaviors that have
left their mark on
global development.
As the world continues to shift dramatically from how it was even
10 years ago, and with
unimaginable changes
already attained in politics, technological development and climate
change, we cannot afford to cut down on any
area of expertise.

Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh
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Internalized racism plagues Mexico
Nora Ramirez
STAFF WRITER

Colorism in Mexico
is as prevalent as ever.
After the Spanish
conquered the Aztecs,
Mayans and all the
native tribes that lived
in Mesoamerica (prehispanic
Mexico),
racism was embedded
into society and has
managed to prevail

will typically see lightskinned people.
Whereas one is more
likely to find darkskinned people in construction sites, in police
forces and in restaurant
kitchens.
In the priciest neighborhoods, homeowners have light skin while

“All of this color-based racism
and Eurocentrism is killing the
advancement of Mexico.”

for centuries.
In any part of Mexico
today, especially Mexico City, racial discrimination exists.
According to CNN,
the highest-paying and
most important jobs
often go to those who,
in addition to having
the best education and
the strongest connections, have the lightest
skin.
On television, in politics and in academia
all around Mexico, one

housekeepers are dark.
According to The
Conversation, a study
published by the Latin
American Public Opinion Project at Vanderbilt University, showed
that light-skinned people in Mexico complete
more years of schooling
with 10 years of school
versus six and a half
years for those with
darker skin.
That’s a 45 percent
gap in educational
achievement between

darker and lighterskinned Mexicans.
For instance, the
breakthrough star of the
Netflix original movie
“Roma”, released on
Dec. 14, Yalitza Aparicio
has received negative
comments by fellow
Mexicans because of her
physical traits.
Aparicio is from
a small town in the
southern
state
of
Oaxaca — Mexico and
has never starred in any
movie before.
Aparicio is short,
dark-skinned
and
Oaxacan, characteristics
that according to some
Mexicans, don’t fit
Hollywood’s standards.
Hateful comments
have arisen on Twitter
such as “I was disgusted,
Gucci can not design
clothes for that type
of morphology, that’s
why it[Gucci] has an
aesthetic standard. It’s
just horrible, because
those tonalities don’t go
with her.”
These
type
of
comments started after
Aparicio appeared on
one of Time magazine’s
covers in which she
wore Gucci attire.
The
common
Mexican
saying,
“Though the Indian
woman is dressed in
silk, Indian remains,”
was one of the most
common tweets among
racist Mexicans.
Though
many
Mexicans admit to
having
racist
and
classist beliefs, no one
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talks about it — at least
not among the elite.
According to the
statistics site Statista,
Mexico’s population is
mainly comprised of
Mestizos, half-Spanish and half-Indian,
at 62 percent whereas
the indigenous population only add up
to 7 percent.
As a Mexican myself,
I have noticed racist
comments all my life.
Even in my own
family I have seen how
being light-skinned is
symbolized as beauty
and purity.
For instance, when
a baby is born into
the family, my aunts

go crazy if the baby is
dark-skinned.
They would automatically comment on the
baby’s skin tone with a
pitiful tone.
However, if the baby
is light-skinned, they
would smile with wide
eyes as they carry what
they refer to as the
“angel-like” baby.
About 120 million
people live in Mexico, a mostly urbanized and well-developed country. Billions
of dollars are invested
yearly from oil and
natural gas and billions more from Mexican immigrants’ tourism and remittances,

send a letter
to the editor

CNN reported.
Though
CNN
reported that Mexico’s
economy is growing
faster than the U.S.
economy and now is
investing with Asia
and Europe, it shows
that it does no good to
Mexico’s
population
since only the elite or
light-skinned can take
advantage of it.
All of this color-based racism and
Eurocentrism is killing the advancement
of Mexico.

Follow Nora on Twitter
@norasofia_ramirez
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SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box contains every digit
from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
What’s a
banana
peel’s
favorite type
of shoe?

Slippers!

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Gunk
5. An indistinct shapeless form
9. Cavort
13. Hindu princess
14. Rowed
16. Egg-shaped
17. Auspices
18. Comment to the audience
19. A style of design
20. Ebbed
22. Listened
24. Reasonable
26. Unit of luminous flux
27. Nocturnal arboreal marsupial
30. Diminutive
33. Conducted
35. Academy award
37. Barrier
38. Fathered
41. Consumer Price Index
42. Contemptuous look
45. Reflexive form of “you”
48. Loathsome
51. Frying pan
52. Gentlewomen
54. Type of sword
55. Rebels

59. Feudal workers
62. Leave out
63. Operatic solos
65. Gloomy atmosphere
66. 53 in Roman numerals
67. Notches
68. Decorative case
69. Nonclerical
70. Tall woody plant
71. Marsh plant

DOWN
1. Team
2. Indian music
3. Ignorant
4. Illness
5. Type of snake
6. Whip
7. Bay window
8. Smear
9. Rats
10. Baking appliance
11. A ceremonial staff
12. Trudge
15. Skin layer
21. Platter
23. Gambling game
25. Tracks

27. Probabilities
28. A keyboard instrument
29. Japanese apricot
31. Quicken
32. Official tree of Canada
34. Not wet
36. Break in friendly relations
39. Dawn goddess
40. Nobleman
43. Pertaining to vivid recall
44. Lion sound
46. Tears
47. Roomette
49. Inuit boat
50. Hush-hush
53. To scour
55. Gangster’s gal
56. Dogfish
57. 8 in Roman numerals
58. Not in danger
60. Anagram of “Fuel”
61. Skidded
64. South southeast
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Spartans squander late comeback
By Paul Hang
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State University’s
women’s basketball team
suffered its fifth loss of the
season after being defeated
by University of California
Irvine 74-66 at the Event
Center on Sunday.
The Anteaters entered
the game undefeated and
Spartan freshman guard
Raziya Potter knew the
match up was going to be
competitive.
“Since they were a 6-0
team, we just thought that
either way we could come
out here and just play hard.
We had a winning mentality,” Potter said.
Potter missed the opening jump shot of the game
for the Spartans. The
Anteaters scored the first
basket after a jump shot
by sophomore forward
Jordan Sanders.
The Spartans started off
slow but
ANTEATERS they scored
their first
points of the
game after
two
free
throws by
sophomore
SPARTANS point guard
D a n a e
Marquez at
the 8 minute, 38 seconds mark
of the first quarter.
The Spartans continued to answer and tied the
game at 6 after a Potter
3-pointer
with eight
minutes left.
The Spartans went on a
11-2 run to take a 17-8 lead
with less than 2 minutes to
play in the first quarter.
The Anteaters’ Sanders
made two free throw shots
with 1:18 remaining in
the first quarter to cut the

74
66

PAUL HANG | SPARTAN DAILY

San Jose State forward Cydni Lewis pushes through two UC Irvine defenders to finish with 8 field goals in the Event Center Sunday afternoon.

lead to 17-10. Both teams
continued to fight it out
but neither of them were
able to score for the rest of
first quarter.
At the start of the
second quarter, SJSU’s
defense failed to slow
down the Anteater’s
offensive attack as the
team went on a 5-0 run to
cut the lead to 17-15.
UCI’s Sanders tied the
game at 17 with a jump
shot, but the Spartans
quickly reclaimed the lead
after a free throw by junior
center Alexis Harris with
a little over 6 minutes left
until halftime.
From there, the Spartans
struggled to score as the
Anteater’s defense flustered the rhythm of

SJSU’s offense.
The Anteaters went on
a 12-4 run to take a 29-22
lead with 1:15 left in the
first half.
UCI outscored SJSU
25-7 in the second quarter as the Anteaters held
a 35-24 lead heading
into halftime.
Junior guard Fieme’a
Hafoka said that the
Spartans’ first half was not
up to their standards.
“If we played it harder
and had a quicker start
from the beginning of the
first quarter, I think we
would’ve gotten them,”
Hafoka said.
The Anteaters continued their dominance
from the first half as they
increased their lead to

39-25 with 9:11 remaining in the third quarter.
Th rou g h out
the
rest of the quarter, the
Anteaters’ managed to
keep consistent on both
offense and defense as
the Spartans still failed
to find their rhythm.
SJSU trailed by as much
as 17 points during the
third quarter.
The Anteaters increased
their lead to 55-40 heading into the final quarter
of play.
SJSU’s struggles on
both offense and defense
carried into the fourth
quarter, but the team
started to show signs of
life with 3:08 left to play
in the game.
The Spartans finally cut

the Anteaters’ double-digit
lead from the first half as
SJSU trailed 68-60 with a
little over 2 minutes left to
play in the game.
A comeback was ultimately not in the cards
for the Spartans as the
Anteaters held on for the
74-66 victory.
Head coach Jamie
Craighead
said
that
the
second
quarter
was detrimental to the
Spartans’ momentum.
“If you throw out the
second quarter with 6
minutes to go, we put them
on the free throw line, we
win by 10. It’s tough, you
don’t want to give up on
those kinds of quarters,”
Craighead said.
By the end of the

game, the Anteaters had
attempted 32 free throws
which was a huge reason
why the team was able
to hold throughout the
second half.
“When you put a team
on the free throw line 32
times, it’s gonna make it
tough. It’s an unguardable
shot and it’s the highest
percentage shot in basketball,” Craighead said.
Follow Paul on Twitter
@iTz_BisyMon

UPCOMING
GAME
SJSU @ Colorado
Dec. 3 @ 7 p.m.

Brae’s secret weapon: tea and pumpkin seeds
By Nora Ramirez
STAFF WRITER

With a distinct look depicting his determination, junior
guard Brae Ivey shook my
hand and introduced himself.
He sat calmly on a bench as
he revealed a little about his
family, basketball and activities he enjoys doing.
A native of Missoula,
Montana, Ivey was later
raised in Huntington Beach
in a family of five. He is the
middle of three children
and has a good relationship
with his older brother and
younger sister.
“Knowing how much my
mom has done for me to be
at this point motivates me,”
Ivey said.
He started playing basketball during second grade
after his mother signed him
up for the National Junior
Basketball league. Ivey recalls
his mother signing him up
for various sports such as
football, baseball, soccer
and basketball.
“Freshman year I dropped
football to focus on [basketball] because I just had
a deeper love for the game,”
Ivey said.
He played for the past two
years at Riverside City College
where he decided to stop to
transfer to San Jose State
University. Now in his first
season with the Spartans, Ivey
describes his transition to his
new team as pleasing.
“I really like San Jose,
the city, my teammates and
my coaches, it’s been pretty

smooth,” Ivey said.
The camaraderie he has
with the Spartan team stands
out from the rest of his
past teams.
“I’m a lot closer with these
guys than I’ve ever been with
any other team,” Ivey said.
His harmonious personality stood out to me as soon
as we started talking. Being
in nature, listening to music
and taking photographs are
among Ivey’s favorite hobbies.
Yoga and meditation are his
favorite activities.
Ivey is a particular character. He is peaceful, friendly
and inclusive, a different persona to the one he becomes
on court, according to
his coach.
Head coach Jean Prioleau
said, “[Ivey] is fiery, he is a
leader, he is consistent.”
Prioleau described Ivey to
be a guide for his teammates
and even himself.
“He is very focused, determined and has a plan in his
own head which is conducive
to my thoughts as the head
coach,” Prioleau said.
The amount of hours
he spends at games and
practices has led him to
create strong friendships
with his teammates.
Spartans’ sophomore
guard Caleb Simmons
said he met Ivey during
his visit last season and
thought he was shy.
“He is the kind of guy
that will bring tea to a
basketball game or have
salted pumpkin seeds on
the bench when he’s not in

the game.” Simmons said. “I
call him a hippie, he’s fun to
be around and so unique. I’ve
never met another man that
plays basketball and does the
things he does.”
Simmons said Ivey is one
of the hardest players on the
team and never fails to give
his full effort and for the team.
“He’s a great player, he
shows that he has a chip on
his shoulder every day and I
admire that,” Simmons said.
“He makes everything better
as far as intensity of practice,
mentality of the team and
mindset,” he added.
Aside from playing basketball, Ivey studies communications and has a
minor in health science.
After graduation, Ivey
hopes to travel and do
something to help the environment as a professional
career.
“I love photography and
if I can use it to benefit the
environment, as in bringing
light to issues that need more
awareness, then that would
be a possibility,” Ivey said.
Motivated by his family
and the transitory nature of
life, Ivey keeps pushing every
day to be better and become
a role model for his younger
sister.
“Knowing that each
breath is a blessing and people don’t share that, people
can have that taken away in
an instant,” Ivey said.
GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY

Follow Nora on Twitter
@noraramirez27

Junior guard Brae Ivey shows off his handles as he dribbles down the Event
Center floor. He leads the team in points scored this season with 216.

